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DISCUSSIC AD SPLLCIL

Students are learning to think:
1) Wuen they feel secure enough to contribute an opinion to

a discussion.

2) Wuen they sre able to discern when a discussion is off
the point and needs re-orientation,

3) Wuaen they have ezperiences in summarizing a discussion.
4) Wuci they begin to show sn inquiring attitude and no
longer sit end wccept without questioning., (Guestions that
show thought, the use of library materials and a desire to
pursue a subject further by thenselves, would reveal this.)
5) Wuen they detect their own attitudes, emotional sets

in a discussion.

6) Wuen they feel secure enough to express and analyze
their own prejudices without becoging offensive or offended.
7) Wuew they are having discussions thet help them see beyond
their own desires and aims end rccognize the needs of others,
8) Wneu they challense statements instead of accepting them;
ask for more sources of information; can distinguish between
propagsnda and fact.

9) Whoa they discuss the different possible outcomes that
might result from some course or action.

10) Wnen they produce evidence for the validity of the
generalizations they make,

11) When they are able to distinguish between facts and
opiniéns.

12) When thev understand how language affects thinking.

13) When they become eware that words cun stir emotions and
influence attitudes as well s convey information.

14) When they reserve jugement until facts are all examined
and both sides are considered.
15) Wiaen they look B6r authorities for which statements are made,



16) Winen in a discussion of a story, for example, they ask why
aid one of the characters act this way?

17) Wien they discuss & social problem, as the rights of a
minority group, extempcraniously, and arrive at a logical

and feir minded concliusion:

18) When they can traanslate individual decisions into group
decisions, pooiing theii reasoning for the purpose of
sustaining » combinad ~rpument; they can diseuss and reconcile
group opinions, Tformulzticg & cisss deecision or coneclusion,
while realizing 2nd respecting minority dissgnt.

19) When fthey do nnu answer "¥ss® -.ud *No" i.asdiately and
vacuously, hut whea, mpon iwefiection, Shey answer, “Partly: yes,
but also no." Twplicitly, one realizes then, that students
have brougint to bear upon the question at hand their past
experiences end have an2lyzed, bslenced. and weighed in-
numerable relevant items from thelr lives tc reach their

more eritical answer,

20) Whsn they discover they have something to say, see the
connectious between whet they have to say, the reasons why they 2si
desire to say i%, and feel what they have to say is worth
saying.

21) When they can foresee long range consequences of behavior,
perhaps in Ciscussions of ficticn or drama.

22) Wuen they begin to recognize that learning is not a
process of sivcting back and letting the teacher pour it in,
and begin actively challenging ideas from teachers as they
would challenge idecas from any cther members of the group.

83) Wuon thoy are considering the veluec of a redio progran,
movie, or television program in terms of why they liked it,
whet was ente:taining, how the program was created,

24) Wien they can ask questions of cach other shat show they arc
relating learnings from many fields,

25) Wuon they discuss rroblems common to others in their age
groups,
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ST I

Students ave learning to thinice

Whon they borin to o critical of books, movies , radio and

Tl owd saRitepEoml Whe,

When thsy ars having practice in selecting oentral ideas and s alient
facts in what they road,

When, after reading, they try to recall the main points which the
writer has made,

When students read to answer a question,
When they begin to question tho authority of the printed page,

When they can draw conclusions that have some relation to the ideas
which the author put into his story or vssay,

When they are 1earn1ng principlcs that holp them to detect propagande
and gditorializing

When thuy criticize or question what they read,

When they 4 ucestion tho authority of tho author or comparo his thoughts
with the thinking of other writers,

7hen they can catch the writer's intentions and rcoognize sincereties
as wsll as falsities in idoas presontsd by the author,

When they are comparing, contrasting, choosing the important frete,

‘dizearding omotionalism,

Whoen they ceaso to accept anything on superficlal ovidonco or todtlmony
alone,

When they read, for example, such a thing as Patrick Henry's speoch
and think of a parallel situation in modern international rolaiionships,

When as a group they read the s ame material but form different
ccnaliusions and as a conscquence discuss these difforences of interp~
rotvation,

When they find the symbolism in watverial beinp read, They ocan thon
reiate the speiific material under consideration to their current life
situetlong--individual or community,

When they are able tu ovaluate books or artiolos they have selocted
for oral or writhen reports,
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When they léarn and uhderétand oharacteristios of & well-written short
story, novel, drama, pcem, or estey, a ]

When they oan projoot themselves into a situation removed from them in
tine and plaooc in reading; whon thoy oan make assoolations between
probloms of others and thoir own solutions %o prosent problems

When they nave opportuanities ©to do librasy researoch in order to find
the auswoer %o certain q uestions or probloms,

When vhey are voading artioles in ounrent books on megazineg. whiq,

ve.obed o eurront affairs, W ““‘? ﬁ%
>

T EACHER-PUPIL PLANNING

Students are learning to think:
When they have the opportunity to discuss the pwrpose of assigmments,

Vhen they disours their own 1ntarests and problems in ordar to 1list
them es a basis of olass study,

When they disocuss what they think they should lea rn as they start new
pheses of work, and have the opportunities to discuss and evaluate
individual progress and achiovement as well as that of thes class, so
that they participate in all learning situationa with.some awareness
of what they are attempting to learns

When they ses the relation betwoen tho skillh they are lenrning and the ~
areas where they may be applied. ol ‘ ;

- When they are not satisfied with their levels of aooomplithants and

Plan wayn of‘improring upen, tl'uam.,_~

When they are h@king,differentiatiopa betwaen kindp of atudenz 1aadern.
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WRITING
Students are learning to think when:

Whon THEY are considering what ther are going to write about-and how
i%

they sre going L0 8&7 1o

Whon thay are having practice in witing thenes in which they develop

a a2ingie idea o poinh of viaw,
When +hey aro discvssing the effesctiveness of sentences,

When they isarn to daveiop 2 pavagraph by giving suppurting details

or liustrating exomples,

——

When {ney are cunsuidering “he effestiveness of werds,

When thay consider the relovlionghip or ideas and dissover methods

for achieving amcoth teansitiondgy

When thay mest together in smoll greups. read themes they have written
. . L y : i : »

and dis uss how their themegs could be improvad,

When th:zy have an cpporvunity bo wrive firgbwdrafts and then consider
how ther may improve ant! polish themo
When they accept the rasponsiellity of stating an idea in oral or

wirithea foim aad then support the idsza with reasons, facts, explanationse
When thoy e e adpzidlcnsc in writing preces .
Waen they have cppertunities to write a summary of a discussion or speech.

When they have cpportuaities to write a summary of a discussion or
gpesch,

Whea taey have experiences in orgonizing their ideas for a report ar
a writoen papers

When they are attempiing 1o outline the major ideas in an essay.
When they are having exgeriernces in evaluating their work.,
Waen they consider how a writer has gone about communicating his ideas,

VOCABULARY
earning to think when:

Students are L

st o

When their woori diaries are growings

o

When they are learninz ihe meaning of “tachnisel” terms such as noulg
verb, preposition, ete,

when they are learning the wards that one uses to discuss, criticize, or
evaluate a short story, novel, drama, posm, essay, radio program, or movie,



